
 
 

 
NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

AND IT’S AGM TIME AGAIN 
 

SEPTEMBER 30TH 7.30.P.M. 
 

At St Mary’s Church, Stone. 
 

Now we know many of you have received an e.mail from Nick Kerwin about all 
the amazing things that are in store for us but, as you may have already 
forgotten all about it, then here is a reminder. 
 
Nick writes;- 
‘I am writing to you as both Committee member and  one of the organists of 
St Mary’s Stone. 
 
This year the AGM and composite recital are at St Mary’s and I would like to 
offer you all an invitation to come along and hear the wonderful Father 
Willis,installed around 1865 and in good and original condition ( all bar the 
balanced swell) 
 
To spice it up a bit I have arranged for cheese and wine to wet the whistle 
And I will be compere at the event to keep things moving. 
 
If anyone would like to play the organ for the ‘composite recital’, or to put it 
less dauntingly ‘informal concert’, please let me know with a quick e.mail 
reply.   ( Nick Kerwin’s e.mail address.nik.kerwin.@ ntlworld.com. 
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It does not have to be a big flashy complicated piece of music, just 
something for you to enjoy playing , and others to enjoy hearing the organ. 
 
If you wish to join in but just to listen please let me know as I don’t want to 
over-order on the wine.  I’ll only have to finish it myself. 
 
The informal concert starts at 7.30p.m.followed by the AGM, followed by 
the Cheese and Wine. 
 
It would be lovely to welcome you all to this beautiful 12th Century church 
which is listed as one of the most architecturally interesting churches in 
this country and to hear our historic instrument in your capable hands.’ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(It is said that the masons who built this church went on to build 
Westminster Abbey. It was a sort of ‘dummy run’ to try out their ideas. 
Whether that is true or not it still an outstanding building and known to 
mariners coming up-river as ‘The Lantern of Kent. 
It is close by the Queen Elizabeth Bridge ( Dartford Crossing) and Stone 
lies just on the other side of Dartford going towards Gravesend.(A226) 
 
If you don’t have e.mail then phone Nick on 0208 311 4126 or mobile 
07850 78 7772. 
 
Should anyone like to go but has no transport please ring the Hon Sec. 
Margaret on 01322 523505.  And members, if you know of anyone near you 
who might like to be there please offer them a lift. Some of our older 
members are housebound and these occasions can be a high spot in their life. 
 
We commend Nick for his bubbling enthusiasm and his desire to share his 
passion for the organ and church music in general 
 
 
 The Father Willis Organ at Stone; 
  Specifications;- 
Pedal – Open Diapason 16 
Great 
 Contra Gamba 16     Dulciana 8       Harmonic Flute 4 
 Open Diapason  8    Viol d’amore 8   Fifteenth 2 
 Claribel Flute    4    Principal  4       Sequialtera III 
                                                         Corno De Bassetto 8                
 



3/ 
Swell 
Open Diapason 8  Lieblich Gedeckt 8    Gemshorn 4 
Cornopean 8         Hautboy  8 
Usual Couplers. 
(A balanced Swell Pedal replaced the old off-set lever one when it was 
restored by Mander) 
The organ sits in the North side of the chancel with a vestry immediately 
behind it 
 
 

REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIP 
 
Our retiring Hon President, Reg, can cool down his overheated computer 
and take a back seat.  He has taken us through two important years, pouring 
a great deal of energy into his task of steering us through our Golden 
Jubilee in 2008 – a daunting job in this age of uncertainty. 
He is busy now teaching and playing all over the place as a freelance organist, 
much in demand as the shortage of experienced players takes it toll. 
We wish him well and feel sure his input will still be evident. 
His successor is poised, waiting in the wings…… 
Come to the AGM and find out who it is. ( No. It’s not me ) 
    
This has been an interesting year. New members with considerable 
scholarship have joined our ranks. 
Since this time last year the following have become members;- 
Ian Brentnall.( St. John’s Sidcup) Christine Bould, (Choir Director) and 
Michael King – both from Our Lady of the Angels Northumberland Heath.  
Nic Turner  (St Paulinus’ Crayford). Noriko Shorney ( concert organist and 
composer) 
 
That’s not all………… 
 
HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Two of our members passed their Dip RSCM this year. 
ALAN HUNT ( St Michaels’ Wilmington) and SUE MOORE ( already BA,dip 
CHMus)   Sue directs the choir of All Saints Belvedere and enters her 
Junior Choir in the Choristers’ Competition. 
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The June edition of the RSCM quarterly journal records their success on 
Page 40. 
The amazing thing is that of the four of this year’s RSCM winners of the 
Dip,RSCM TWO of them belong to BDOCA ! 
 
So if you think that nothing worthwhile is happening in the world of church 
music and it’s all doom and gloom, then be assured there are a goodly number 
of folk trying their best to raise the standard of church music from 
mediocrity or nothing at all to something worthwhile 
 
The ‘Church Times’. has published two excellent articles in the past few 
months of the merits of learning  to sing.   
There are therapeutic rewards.  Sufferers from such conditions as 
Parkinson’s Disease, asthma, and depressive illness gain a great deal from the 
discipline of singing, apart from the camaraderie of being in a choir. 
The best results are to be found in SATB choral work which stimulates the 
brain and keeps it working more efficiently. 
 
BDOCA seeks to encourage choral singing in worship as part of our raison 
d’etre.  (You may have noted that our little logo illustrates the dual purpose 
of our Association). 
 
The AGM generally is very short.  We elect the new President ( Reg has done 
his two year stint) and the Vice President.  We twist a few arms and we look 
hopefully at one of two likely committee members who will bring their own 
ideas for the next year’s events. 
 
As the sole female on the committee, I feel a bit out-numbered. 
A bit of feminine support would be nice.  A Multi-Tasking  Lateral Thinker is 
a helpful person to have around.  
 
If you have a notion to join us, then please tell me (The Hon Sec) in good 
time.  See you there ? 
 
This Newletter is primarily about our choral role in the service of our 
churches and beyond because so many of our members enjoy singing or being 
involved with choirs as a Director.  
And, ,by the way, you don’t have to have paper qualifications to be successful 
in this role.   Whatever you do, if it is the best you can muster and is 
appreciated in your church then that’s fine. 
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I can tell you that one of the top IAO executives  divulged to me that he 
has never had an organ lesson but has spent a lifetime of experience learning 
and honing his natural skills and his ability to connect with people. 
He has a successful choir in a large important church. 
 
There are a vast number of amateurs who do their best to keep organs 
played and choirs singing.  You need a degree of sympathy and patience with 
singers.   A cheerful choir director will get the best out his motley crew. 
Choirs don’t sing well something they simply don’t like. 
 
Which brings us to a choir that does like a good challenge and has a fair 
number of BDOCA members in its ranks. 

 
DARTFORD CHORAL SOCIETY 

 
Rehearsals on Monday evenings commenced on September 7th at the Mick 
Jagger Centre Dartford.  There’s still time to join ! 
 
Michael Bell, the Society’s vibrant Conductor, would welcome new voices.. 
(BDOCA member Andrew Dey has set up to website. He is organist at Abbey 
Wood Methodist church and a fine bass voice in the Choral Society.) 
 
The current music in rehearsal in Mendelssohn’s’ ELIJAH ( Novello edition) 
To be performed on November 14th at Christ Church Shepherds Lane 
Dartford at 7.30.p.m.   
 
Christmas Carols at St Anselm,s RC church on West Hill, Dartford 
A lively event with audience participation. Thursday December 17. 
 
2010 CONCERTS 
March 20th Saturday.    ‘ 
‘The Wilderness’ and ‘Blessed be the God and Father’ SS Wesley 
Mass no.6 in E Flat- Schubert. 
In Christ Church Shepherds Lane Dartford, 7.30.p.m. 
 
June 19th Saturday. 7.30p.m. 
From Albinoni to Zadok – an alphabetical extravanganza 
At the Mick Jagger Centre Shepherds Lane, Dartford 
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CLIVE’S CHORAL CAPERS  

 
Once again Clive Brearley, organist of St Francis of Assisi Petts Wood has 
lured itinerant singers into his web to form a choir for the Patronal Festival 
Concert. 
 
We meet to rehearse in the North side chapel on a Monday evening—a 
cheerful mixed bunch, mostly of riper years, experienced singers and  
Novices. ( This is a chance for perpetual organists to exercise their lungs.)  
 
Clive is a genial chap to work with. 
He sits there at his electric piano peppering his rehearsals with funny 
anecdotes and hurling us through a stack of strangely assorted pieces. 
Haydn’s ‘Little Organ Mass’ , the ’Cantique de Jean Racine’ by Faure 
‘The Long Day Closes’ ( Sir Arthur Sullivan) The Te Deum in Bflat by 
Stanford ( know that, backwards! ) the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ by--- well, you 
know- and a strange little ditty by John Dowling ( born, 1562 near Dublin and 
died in London 1626 ‘the greatest lute player of his age’ my book says ).  This 
is entitled ‘ Fine knacks for ladies’ or The Pedlar’s Song.  
So-in the space of an hour and a half-ish we’re singing in Latin, French , 
medieval English and flowery Victorian. 
This taxes the brain –well-, mine anyway – as we purse our ‘leeps’ to Speak 
French, or make regional noises that sound a bit like Maurice Chevalier,, and  
ecclesiastical Latin that fights with my school classical Latin pronunciation. 
 
I still haven’t grasped the Credo in the Haydn as we’re all singing different 
lines of the text at the same time. Like trying to pat your head and rub your 
stomach simultaneously.   My co-ordination is going home at a rate of knots. 
Failing eyesight bedevils myself and Rose, my fellow alto.  I think we muster 
about one good eye between us and the 40 watt bulbs that illuminate the 
chapel reminded me of the line of a hymn which says ‘Dimly here we worship 
thee’.  I was never sure if the ‘dimly’ bit meant mental capacity or bad 
lighting.     I took a small torch last time, Didn’t help much as it wouldn’t stay 
on and I had to juggle sliding loose pages and keep one hand on the ‘on’  
button.       (Stan reads words and music in stygian darkness. Swat!) 
One holiday season rehearsal we attended drew seven singers… one bass, one 
tenor, two altos and three sopranos.  But you should have heard us belt out 
the Te Deum !    Challenging stuff this but we have a lot of fun. 
The Concert is on October 3 at 7.30 p.m. (God, and ‘SpecSavers’ permitting.) 
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The Joy of being Roving Choristers 
This family - soprano ,alto and bass- had a great time attending services in 
East Anglian village churches and finding ourselves forming an ‘ad hoc’ 
‘choirette’ to the delight of the locals who only sing in unsion ( but with 
vigour) 
In Suffolk, we were overwhelmed by the compliments of a little congregation 
in a charming village where we were asked if we intended to live there 
(‘please ! )  Curiously, we nearly bought the village shop there in 1958. 
How we itched to encourage them to form their own little choir. 
 
In Norfolk while on holiday in June/July we discovered a magnificent church 
in the tiny village of Salle (pronounced ‘Saul’). It is one of four churches in 
the benefice of Reepham a gorgeous little town with TWO large churches  
standing end to end in the middle of it!  There were three but one burned 
down in the 1500’s   Three parish boundaries conjoined and so they built a 
church for each, all next to each other! If you’re ever that way do visit it.    
Our cottage was at Wood Dalling – but there was no service there on our 
first Sunday. We were told that Matins ( Book of Common Prayer) was to be 
sung at Salle. 
We arrived on a brilliant sunny morning at this immaculately kept building in 
a picture postcard setting. clearly part of a large estate. 
There were 14 of us in this vast edifice. the organist, the Reader/preacher- 
two churchwardens the three of us and seven others. 
The small organ, like so many in East Anglia,, was magnified by the acoustic 
of this vast church. Well attended Classical concerts are often held here. 
There seems to be a roving organist who gives his services to the four 
churches and it was this church’s turn to have a sung service. The fourth one 
is Thurning. We’ll’ do ’that one next year. 
 
It was a delight! We knew everything off by heart…chants and the poimtimg 
of the Conticles  Hymns too, all familiar. The sun streamed through the tall 
plain windows and we sang our heads off.   
After service we were asked if we might be around the next week, only the 
sung service was to be at Reepham…….. and if we were, they’d be glad if we 
could help them to learn the new setting for the Eucharist as they had no 
choir   We said we would be delighted – and we did go and found the 
congregation was expecting us.  Greeted warmly, we were asked “ Are you 
the singers we’re expecting ?”   What a civilised lot they are.  It’s like 
stepping back into a past era where courtesy and good manners were 
observed.   
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 We returned in August, this time to Wood Dalling church which was full, as 
it hosted the four congregations. Again Book of Common Prayer, taken by 
the former Bishop of Lynn (Eucharist, this time) and sung with such gusto we 
were vocally out-numbered!   A little electronic organ did its best there but 
was not powerful enough to support a large crowd.  We drowned it. 
 
So, if you’re thinking of a rural holiday in the UK next year, and you like to 
sing, make yourself useful.   You may find yourself being offered the 
organist’s post as well.  It happens. Encourage them to help themselves.  
Promise to return and see how they’ve got on. . 
Spread the word.  ‘Singing is good for your health and church choir singing is 
good for your soul’.  ( Hopefully) 
 
 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 

Change of address 
 
MICHAEL BELL has moved to a new home. 
PLEASE adjust your Members list. 
 
He is now at    1 Wesley Oak 
                         Prince Imperial Road 
                         CHISLEHURST 
                         Kent BR7 5LX 
Phone.020 8295 1811 or Mobile; 07743 84 2881 
e.mail  michaeljdbell @ googlemail.com. 
 
 
ADVENT EVENSONG at St Michael’s Wilmington. 
Alan Hunt is mounting a special Evensong for this the beginning of the 
Church’s year.   The setting of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis to be sung 
is Sumsion in A. 
 Alan is responsible for our website, He and Pam are intensely involved in 
church music. 
See also the notice about the West Gallery Church Music Workshop. 



 


