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AUGUST 2010 
 

DAVID SANGER 
 

There must be few members now who have not heard that our Patron, David, 
died unexpectedly on Friday May 28th at his home in Cumbria. 
 
The organ world is still reeling from the shock because he was so revered and 
respected virtually globally. 
 
You may have already read about him on the Internet and discovered the 
immensity of his talent and skill as a world class organist and teacher. 
 
His phenomenal rise to fame has been followed by those of us who knew him as 
a young lad when he joined this Association along with his parents. He was 
barely twelve years old when he moved onto the organ bench at the, then 
Congregational Church by Bexleyheath Clock Tower  
 
His biography is so incredible that we suggest you look it up on the Internet 
yourself, if you haven‘t already done so. 
 
For those who have no access to the Net please ask us to let you have a copy of 
it as it is pretty extensive and very detailed.  You will be amazed by his output 
(and input) to the art of organ-playing.    He had so many rare qualities in his field 
of musicianship but   presented as a quiet, gentle, modest, self -effacing 
character with a sense of fun.   Not for David, the brash show-off style of 
performer, but a man who put his all into his music and seemed astonished at his 
rise to celebrity status as you will read. 
 
Many of us have stories to tell about David in an impish mood. 
I know I have quite a few as, in the early days of my alter ego as a columnist for 
the organ world , I wrote about David who was already internationally acclaimed 
. 
 
I have mentioned in this Newsletter some of the encounters David and I had 
which proved to be hilarious  
 
There was the great organ extravaganza held in the Royal Albert Hall on 
September 29 1991 in which just about every notable organist took part in 
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memory of Sir George Thalben –Ball which was a mixture of fine music and 
brilliantly funny acting and clowning. 
 
David was cajoled into taking part both as actor and organist, and did it with great 
aplomb. 
The cast list read like a celebrity organists‘‘ Who‘s Who‘. 
 
BDOCA member David Ball and I attended and I guess we will never forget that 
astonishing evening.   
I still have the programme 
  
Personal contact with David dwindled over the years as his work schedule gave 
him little time off as you will gather from his obituary.  However he remained in 
touch with this Association through this newsletter which he said he enjoyed. 
He was aware of all we achieved – or didn’t as the case may be. 
 
My abiding memory of David will always be the last time we met at his recital for 
our Golden Jubilee celebration.   Held at his long-time friend Clive Brearley‘s 
church in Petts Wood on May 10th 2008 the recital was a tour de force  
 
He had included Vierne‘s ‗Naiades’ in his programme just for me 
Since he hadn‘t played it for a long time David had put in a great deal of practice 
time to perfecting it.    
 
Then he learned that I was unlikely to be at the recital because of my very recent 
major surgery.  (He was so concerned about that, too.) 
 
Aware of his painstaking preparation I was determined to make it to the recital, 
come what may – and throwing caution to the winds, and supported by Stan my 
long-suffering husband – I turned up. 
 
David‘s genuine delight was apparent as he rushed down the church after his 
thunderous ovation and, hot and sweaty after an hour and a half of  non-stop 
playing he clasped me to his chest in a hearty bear hug ( it was a hot, muggy 
summer night ) exclaiming ―You CAME! ― . 
.. 
That will ever be my last, treasured  memory of him. 
 What better one could there be? 
 

 
 

THE FINAL FAREWELL 
 

The funeral of David was scheduled to take place on Monday June 28 at the 
Crematorium near Embleton Cumbria   where David lived in a converted 
Wesleyan chapel which houses his old pipe organ from the, now demolished  
former Congregational Church. ( A new church was built almost on the site.) 
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It seemed right that three of David‘s friends who knew him really well and had 
stayed with him in his chapel home, .should represent BDOCA. 
 
These were John and Elaine Le Masurier and Clive Brearley, David‘s life-long 
buddy from late teenage. 
 
It is a long and difficult journey from here in the South East 
 
John and Elaine were already booked to attend a group outing to Didcot on the 
previous Saturday and Sunday but they willingly agreed to find their way, by 
public transport to Embleton to say their farewells to their friend who had 
entertained them as his guests in the past and taken them fell-walking, which 
was one of his passions. 
 
John took over the organ post at Bexleyheath after Alan Brown who was 
BDOCA‘s Treasurer for many years.  They followed in David‘s footsteps, in fact. 
 
We have asked John to write about the funeral ceremony as our representative 
presence at the service, and afterwards. 
 

 
John Le Masurier writes;- 
 
‗Elaine and I went up to Carlisle by train to the funeral 
We stayed overnight in Carlisle and travelled by train and bus to the Crematorium 
at Distington ( just south of Workington) for a 2.45 p.m. service. 
 
The Revd Margaret Goddard – a Team Vicar of the Cockermouth  Anglican 
Team Ministry –was excellent in the way that she handled the ceremony and 
obviously knew David very well 
 
When we were all seated we listened to a recording of ‗The Lark Ascending’ by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, evidently David‘s favourite piece of music ( and 
Elaine‘s as well) 
At the end of the service we heard a recording of the second movement of 
Schubert‘s String Quintet in C Major and we left the building while this was 
playing. 
 
Margaret Goddard gave Elaine and me a lift to Embleton and David‘s chapel- 
home.  There were some sixty people there including Clive who was unable to 
get to the service  They were mostly locals and family including .Peter Sanger, 
David‘s brother and his wife Joy, their two children and one grandchild. 
We met Graham Barber who was the representative of the Royal College of 
Organists. 
He was interested in my connection with the little Bevington organ. 
 
When they had all gone I re-acquainted myself with the old Bevington again and 
it was lovely to hear it. 
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As far as I know I was the only person who played it that day.  For a few 
moments I was back in the old Congregational Church in Bexleyheath. 
Peter was taking a few photos of me at the console while I was playing a quiet 
rendering of ‗Sheep may safely graze’. 
 
Elaine and I walked up the road to the pub and  caught the bus to Keswick where 
we stayed over night. 
The next day- another bus ride, this time to Penrith where we caught the train to 
London.‘ 
( John Le Masurier) 
****************************************************************************************** 
(Grateful thank to John and Elaine for taking on this lengthy and complex journey 
on our behalf   
 
The future of the chapel-house complete with built in pipe- organ may be a 
problem   What  does one do with such a property? 
Many students have had lessons there. And many a famous organist has stayed 
there with David.) 
 

EXTRACTS FROM THE EULOGY 
 

Given by the Rev Margaret Goddard 
 

‗ The purpose of the thoughts we‘ve put together is not to read out his CV or to celebrate his 
professional life; it is to give thanks for his life as we know him in Embleton and as his family 
remember him when they were staying  at the chapel. 
 
When you talk to people about David and his qualities, there are several adjectives you keep 
hearing: they are that he was gentle, kind, humble, modest and unassuming. 
 
In spite of becoming one of the world‘s most accomplished organists, David remained very 
modest.  His fame didn‘t seem to have affected him. 
Although, when he saw a picture of himself printed on a tea towel in Sweden, he said  
―That‘s IT!  I‘m officially famous.  I‘m on a tea towel!‖ 
And his friends did know how excited he was when, in 2008 he was made President of the Royal 
College of Organists. 
 
 
Prior to David moving permanently into the Old Wesleyan Chapel, he used to camp out in the 
Sunday School room at the Chapel.  At that time his late parents were already living nearby. 
 
When David finally left Catford in 1989 many friends came to say goodbye to him ; some of the 
gifts he was given at that time can still be seen around the Chapel. 
 
It was in 1987 that David was able to acquire the Bevington organ which is installed in the 
Chapel. 
The church in Bexleyheath where it was in use was to be closed and so the organ ended up in 
Embleton. 
When it arrived in the furniture van, in pieces of course, there were many locals on hand to help 
with the unloading. 
The restoration and re-erection of the organ in the Chapel gave David great pleasure. 
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Everything that David did had to be fitted in around his organ music life.  But he did manage to 
pursue several hobbies. 
His busy schedule might mean he would miss three or four weeks of his badminton group, but 
that made him no less enthusiastic, and in any case he liked to keep fit. 
David had been part of that group more or less since he came here 
The group sometimes had a meal together, some of them hosted by David. 
 
David appreciated good food and wine –he particularly enjoyed his meals at the ‗Quince and 
Medlar’   in Cockermouth. 
David had a wide spectrum of interests, and that, coupled with his sense of humour and 
enjoyment of life, made him fun to be with and a thoroughly lovely companion. 
 
Another of David‘s interests was gardening. He deliberately left some of his garden as a 
conservation area.  And in line with his concern for the environment he had solar panels installed. 
When he was first considering this he asked his immediate neighbours if they would mind. Would 
it spoil their outlook in any way? 
David was someone who didn‘t want to cause anyone any inconvenience 
 
.As well as recitals, David‘s musical life involved teaching. the writing of tutors, advising on the 
repair/building of organs and composition. 
On one occasion he accepted a commission to write a piece of music for the installation of a 
bishop( or Archbishop). 
Sitting on the top of Biencathra with his friends eating their packed lunches and enjoying the 
scenery, David suddenly said ― That‘s it!    I‘ve got the ending to it.‖ 
 
David   enjoyed walking… (he was an experienced fell- walker)…. 
He was also willing to walk to help raise money.   On one occasion he began the 18 mile 
sponsored walk for the Volunteer Youth Project. Another commitment meant he couldn‘t do all of 
it, but he determined to join again for the end of it. 
 
David‘s busy life didn‘t stop him from being generous with his time.  He always had time for those 
who were interested in the organ and would play for them. 
He had a great willingness to share his gifts and talents. 
 
He has been doing this for at least the past twenty years through the annual Christmas Carol 
Concert.  This began with a group of carol singers from St Cuthbert‘s church knocking on his 
door.  They were invited in , in order to be accompanied by the organ..  Then he suggested that in 
future they might make an evening of it. And that‘s what has continued to happen. 
The evening has raised money for the Church and for a charity of David‘s choice.  This year it 
was for those in Cockermouth whose homes had been flooded. 
Singing carols to David‘s accompaniment, and then listening to David performing Christmas 
music has been a real delight for us who live in the community. 
 
We began this tribute to David by listing some of his qualities. 
We‘re going to bring it to a close in a similar way. 
You never heard David say  a bad word about anyone‘ and there was no occasion when you 
didn‘t see him smiling.  David was someone whose face lit up when you met him. 
And even though you didn‘t know him very well he made you feel that you were his friend. 
That‘s a special gift. 
 
As well as remembering him for his international reputation on the organ, we will remember him 
for his personal friendship.‘ 
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 IN RETROSPECT 

 
THE SS WESLEY EVENSONG 

 

Held on June 24th at St Michael & All Angels Wilmington and hosted by Alan 

and Pam Hunt  who made us all feel very welcome. 

Some 42 singers took part on this sunny summer evening.   

We had voices from as far away as Plumstead ( if my information is correct ) 

And Nik Kerwin’s choir arrived from St Mary’s Stone hot from a wedding.  

St.Andrew’s Bostall Heath and St John the Evangelist Bexley fielded a small 

contingent –(have we missed anyone?) – and St Michael’s angels filled up the 

rest of the stalls. 

We rehearsed for about two hours, had a first class tea supplied by the 

church ( Blessings upon them!)  and threw ourselves into to a veritable feast 

of Book of Common prayer evensong. 

I can honestly say it was a great success.  

Nik did his best to whip us  into some kind of order conducting-wise and 

Michael Bell gave his all at the organ. ( Doesn’t he always?) 

We may have become a bit carried away with ’Blessed be the God and Father’ 

which seems to be a good excuse for raising the roof on those high notes 

but, on the whole it all went very well considering it was  put together in one 

rehearsal. 

 

‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace’ was so moving, I thought. Maybe it 

seemed appropriate as we remembered our late patron, David and it became 

heartfelt. 

And whoever chose the second reading was inspired. ( Roman’s 8 vv 3I-end. 

.Read it.) 

Anyway – there were distinct impressions that we could make this an annual 

event. ( There’s  bound to be a composer celebrating something---) 

I have to say that St Michael’s is a great venue, reasonably placed in the 

area BDOCA covers, and has  useful facilities.  What say you? 

(Oh-and the natives are very friendly). 

 

Can we consider another one in 2011? 

There seems to be more than slight revival of church choirs in the district.  

Heaven knows, we have a formidable raft of experts on our books now. 

A get-together event is good for morale and shows that we aren’t working in 

isolation to restore church music. 
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THE TREASURE HUNT AND RECITAL 

 JULY 17 – at Hextable 

 

BRUCE REPORTS;- 

Only six members of BDOCA turned up for the Treasure Hunt this year 

at Hextable, but fortunately they were joined by members of the Hextable 

churches and two of Bruce’s walking friends from Wilmington. 

Fortunately too, the evening was dry and hopefully everyone enjoyed walking 

around the village to find the answers to 26 questions. 

The winners, with 15 points were Ailsa Hughes and Kate Bell, closely followed 

be John and Elaine Le Masurier with 14 points.  A couple from the church 

came third. 

There were just over 20 people at the organ recital in the Methodist 

Church, given by Bruce 

His programme was;- 

 SS Wesley             b.1810   Largetto in F# minor 

 Thomas Arne          b 1710   Minuet 

 Robert Schumann   b.1810   No. 1 of four Sketches for pedal piano 

 Ronald Binge          b.1910  Elizabethan Serenade 

 Mathieu Lanes       b.1660 Basse deTrompette 

                                            Recit de Tierce 

                                            Grand Jeu 

 Richard Lloyd        b 1933   Recollection ( played to recollect the memory 

                                                       of our Patron David Sanger 1947-2010) 

 

The church is celebrating the 25th anniversary of the building of the organ 

this year.. It was built by Ralph Arnold of Orpington and contains just three 

extended ranks of pipes.   The specification is as follows; 

GREAT                                     POSITIVE                      PEDAL      

                                                                                       

Bourdon  16                              Flute 8                            Bourdon 16 

Open Diapason 8                      Dulciana 8                        Bass Flute 8 

Stopped Diapason 8                 Octave 4 

Principal 4                               Stopped Flute 4  

Dulcet 4                                   Nazard  2.2/3 

Fifteenth 2                              Larigot   1. 1/3    

 

After the recital the BDOCA members had a pleasant meal at the 

‘Four Lymes’ between Dartford and Hawley 
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THE AGM AND MEMBERS’ RECITAL 
at. 

                                    ALL SAINTS BELVEDERE 

SEPTEMBER 15 ( note change of date from Sept22) 

Recital at 7.30.p.m. 

 

                                             Meeting follows. 
 
If any member would like to take part in the composite recital please notify Nik 
Kerwin. 

 

His email address is nik.kerwin@ntlworld.com OR phone him on his 
mobile.07850 78 7772.  A challenge for the adventurous 
 
THE ORGAN at All Saints is a Makin electronic and was installed in 2005. 
 
We did print the specification in the 2007 November newsletter and it is fair to say that your 
Secretary is probably the only one who still has a copy ( apart from Doug Lewington  who 
supplied the details.)  It probably makes tea and coffee as well.  You never can tell with modern 
technology. Anyway—come and give it a whirl  Messrs Kerwin and Bell could have a ball playing 
this.  How about an organ duet, chaps? 
We had one before in St John‘s Sidcup .and that one has a console halfway up a wall 
 
The stop list on the MAKIN is as follows;- 
 
 
 
 
GREAT                                  
Double Dulciana   16 
Open Diapason      8 
Stopped Diapason 4 
Cone Gamba         8 
Principal                 4 
Harmonic Flute      4 
Twelfth                  2.2/3 
Fifteenth                2 
Mixture                 111 
 
CHOIR 
Gedeckt                8 
Salicional              8 
Open Flute           4 
Nazard               2.2/3 
Harmonic Piccolo  2 
Corno di Bassetto  8 
Trumpet                8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWELL 
Open Diapason      8 
Rohr Flute              8 
Viola Da Gamba     8 
Voix Celeste           8 
Gemshorn               8               
Flageolet                 2 
Mixture                 111 
Bassoon                 16   
Cornopean               8 
Hautboy                   8  
 
PEDAL 
Open Bass             16     
Bourdon                 16 
Dulciana                 16 
Principal                   8 
Flute                         4 
Fifteenth                   2          
Trombone              16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUPLERS 
Swell lto Pedal 
Great to Pedal 
Choir to Pedal 
 Swell to Great 
Choir to Great 
Swell to Choir 
 
Expression pedal to Swell.  
6 thumb pistons to each 
manual.   
6 General adjustable 
thumb pistons.   
6 toe pistons on pedal, 
Reversible Toe and 
Thumb pistons 
 
Tremulents on Swell and 
Choir  
Illuminated stop tabs. 
Transposer. 
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