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NEWSLETTER 
JANUARY 2010 

 
‘IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER..’ 

 
Couldn’t resist the opportunity to use this title  
With luck it won’t happen again for a few years hence. 
 
Did you know that this carol was in the top four (or was it five ?) favourites 
of the listeners to Classic FM? 
 
Interestingly both settings of this well- worn and  apparently much loved 
piece have captivated the listening public. Gustav Holst’s hymn version and 
Harold Darke’s choir arrangement—itself a best seller when it was first 
launched in the 1926 (if I remember rightly.) - are high on the ‘most wanted’ 
list.   
Harold Darke was born in 1888. He was organist of St Michael, Cornhill in 
the City of London from 1916. Organ recitalist, choral trainer and composer 
for organ and choir, his music is still popular in ‘choirs and places where they 
sing’ as the Book of Common Prayer has it. 
 
Incidentally I seem to recall someone telling me that his choir, for some 
untold reason, had once tried to sing both at the same time.  A breakdown in 
communication, it appeared. Half the choir had one version, and half the 
other. It was really quite fascinating to learn that right at the top of the 
list were the old war horse Christmas hymns such as ‘Hark the herald angels 
sing’ 
 
Mr Rutter was toppled, albeit in consecutive chunks, to the 20’s. 
 
This, to me, indicated that the public has realised that, pretty as his pieces 
are, they can only be sung by choirs.    
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The ordinary churchgoer (or whoever ) needs to have something that they 
can bellow happily. 
 
We wonder how many of you have noticed that many of our children are 
totally ignorant of the standard carols on offer? A junior chorister, fairly 
new to our choir, was baffled by ‘Once in Royal David’s city’ and this child 
attends a church school. 
 
It seems that even the jangling repetitious carol travesty heard in the 
Shopping Mall doesn’t sink in either. 
 
This past Christmas caught us all on the hop as’ Snow had fallen, snow on 
snow’ – with a vengeance. 
 
Car parks became ice rinks. Slopes were transformed into pistes and the 
local A&E Department was awash with broken arms and legs- not something 
that an organist would want at Christmas, particularly. 
 
Nevertheless many of us experienced a really good attendance at all our 
Christmas services. given the atrocious weather conditions. 
 
Maybe the sentimental notion of a ‘white Christmas’’ was taken as a challenge 
to those who would have otherwise stayed at home   The Christmas card 
image of a choir outside a church in snow, with the odd angel thrown in for 
good measure, encouraged folk to venture forth. 
 
Douglas Snow (what a name to conjure with at this time !) organist of St 
John’s Welling sent us copies the entire raft of services that his church had 
put on. Doug, has an ‘occasional’ choir, assembled for major festivals, They 
sang a mixture of traditional and modern carols with a bit of Rutter ’The 
Nativity Carol, added for the ‘Ahh!’ factor The choir mustered fifteen 
sopranos, five altos, two tenors and two basses 
 
The ratio of top line to bottom- liners seems to be pretty much the same as 
we discovered at St Michael’s Wilmington. Douglas used organ mostly, but 
electric piano and the music group for the contemporary stuff. 
 
Our church choir,( St John’s Bexley) performed Bob Chilcott’s very pretty 
setting of ‘In the bleak midwinter’. A charming piece.  Try it. 
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Dartford Choral Society’s Carol Concert was a marathon. 
Michael Bell manages to play complex accompaniment on the piano for some 
of the pieces and somehow conducts at the same time.  He has only one pair 
of hands, honestly. 
 
Reg Boulton played the organ for the standard carols—this at St Anselm’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Dartford- and also performed some tricky  organ 
pieces based on carols.  That two manual organ is surprisingly versatile. The 
new building adjoining the church is quite splendid, by the way, and the 
‘Domestic Offices’ are top class and reached from the back of the nave. It 
is possible to hear the organ being played from there. A novelty, I can tell 
you !  I listened to Reg practising from there…..Amazing.! 
 
Michael popped in a bit of Mendelssohn’s ’Elijah’ to show the audience what 
they may have missed when it was performed in November. Cunning, that. 
. 
Rachel Miles and Stan Bearfoot sang solo items. 
We do miss Dennis Moor’s entertaining organ pieces ( and his patter) which 
were possible in St Luke’s Hospital Chapel, Stone House, but not appropriate 
in St Anselm’s of course. 
 
Incidentally, St Luke’s is suffering from its closure and the three manual 
organ is in dire straits as there is no heat or power in the building as far as 
we know.  
 
As I write, it is now Epiphany and STILL the snow falls. 
 
Some small rural churches will be cancelling services, no doubt, where the 
congregation is small and the faithful too old to cope with the conditions. 
 
Our choir practice has been cancelled so we take pot luck tomorrow and hope 
that those choir members who make it will hold it all together.  The key ones 
usually do! We’re into Responsorial psalms now and need to rehearse those at 
least. Our old Father Willis organ reminds me somewhat of some of the cars 
being thrashed around in television’s ‘Top Gear’ programme. Elderly vehicles 
are put to the test over and over again until they look like scrap yard   
material but still valiantly functioning.  You begin to feel for them.  So it is 
with our Victorian listed organ. He keeps on going-and going. 
One day, he will be restored.   I fear that I shall not be around to see it. 
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ANNUAL DINNER Jan 30 Saturday at SOPHIE’S CHOICE 
SIDCUP (OPPOSITE Holy Trinity church) 7.15. for 7.30p.m. 
 
So far we have 13 diners booked and would dearly like to make it more. We 
aren’t all in couples so single diners would be very welcome. This is a social 
event and we’re all friends together. 
Contact Margaret (01322-523505) if you would like to join us. Not sure of 
the price this year as yet but it will be in the region of £22.00 for three 
courses.  You have a wide choice.  Drinks paid for as extras on the night 
 
We must let the restaurant know the final numbers by the Saturday before 
Easy parking behind the restaurant (free at that hour) and buses pass the 
door 
 
 
 

.BRUCE’S TOUR OF THE ORGANS OF 
ANDALUSIA AND SICILY 

At Spital Street Methodist Church, Dartford 
Wednesday February 24 2010 

Bruce Davis has been off on one of his unusual organ trawls once more. He 
has slides to show the oddities and magnificence of the organs of these 
regions.  He will be playing recordings from some of them. Do come. You may 
be amazed to see what our European organist colleagues have at their 
fingertips (and toe caps). 
A great deal of preparation goes into these talks.  It would be nice to see 
the Association supporting this one enthusiastically.        
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GIVE US YER MONEY! 
 

At this point we must bring to your attention the fact that some 
20 or more members have yet to pay their subscriptions. 
 
Please remember that it is your subs that pay for special events – give or 
take the odd grant – and we MUST have funds available for the next BIG 
ONE. We only have a small budget to work with. 
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The cost of hiring a venue and a special performer or whatever comes out of 
our budget.  Our Treasurer, Geoff, awaits your over-due payment!  NOW.  
He loses sleep worrying about the bills we have to pay. 
 
Your Committee works hard to bring variety and interest to those who 
purport to be organ and choir enthusiasts. We offer a good variety of 
events.  But fees and expenses have to be paid to make them work.    
The next big’ happening is our star, annual event which is still unique. 
 
This is the   ;- 

CHORISTERS’ & CHOIRS’ COMPETITIVE FESTIVAL 
. 

THIS IS ON SATURDAY MARCH 6 2010. 
VENUE; ST JOHN’S WELLING. A church which fulfils our 
requirements very well. 
DO bring this to the attention of your choir members, especially 
adults. 
GARY SIELING of Bromley Parish Church will adjudicate. 
 
We hope to see a goodly crowd this time as we have moved it to a time of 
the year which does not interfere with the pressures that school teachers 
deal with when a new school year has just started.  We lost a lot of would-be 
entrants because of our old timing of November. It clashed with All Souls 
services. 
Marilyn Davey has, once again, burnt the candle at both ends to bring out all 
the paperwork, and to communicate with likely churches. 
 
We are seeing more choirs forming in our area and this, surely, should be a 
way of showing them what they can do better if they listen to advice from a 
sympathetic Adjudicator.  Or maybe even that they ARE better than St 
Oggs next door!  Remember,this is for all denominations. 
 
BDOCA members are invited to sit in and listen to the candidates as they 
are put through their paces.    
The final class—SATB Full Choir – rounds up the day with almost Cup Final 
zest .Find someone in your choir who can take a trophy back to church (with 
a smug smirk) and have a moment of glory. 
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MAY CELEBRITY RECITAL 

 
SATURDAY MAY 22 2010 

 
ROGER SAYER 

( Rochester Cathedral Organist ) 
At 

CHRIST CHURCH BEXLEYHEATH 
7.30 .P.M. 

 
Roger is delighted to come to play the lovely Hunter organ at Christ Church 
again.  The last time he came, he reckoned it was one of the finest two 
manuals he had heard.  It certainly is a pleasure to play. 
We will have large screen viewing (Roger doesn’t mind ! ) as this seems to be 
very popular.  The ticket price has to be decided yet.  We seriously under-
priced last year as many of the audience were kind enough to point out! 
How’s that for honesty? 
We have big bills to pay for fees and expenses and Geoff’s sock under his 
bed is looking very flat.   He doesn’t trust Banks…… 
 

SPECIAL CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

Celebrating the centenary of 
SS WESLEY 

JUNE 12 ( SATURDAY) 
Conducted by HUW MORGAN 

of St Lawrence, Catford 
This will be held at a different venue from the one mentioned in the last 
Newsletter. 
We will be at ST MICHAEL’S WILMINGTON . 
Rehearsal 3p.m. Evensong 6.30.p.m. Music to be advised. But assuredly there 
will be the’ Blessed be the God and Father’ (which Dartford Choral will be 
singing earlier in the year) Come and sing!  Bring your choir friends 
Alan Hunt’s choir will, we hope, make a ‘core’ of choristers to be added to. 
They’re a lively bunch and up for anything!  INTERESTED? Please contact 
Margaret (01322 523505) or Nick Kerwin, e.mail nik.kerwin@ntlworld.com. 


