
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER 2010 
 

 

THE YEAR AHEAD 
 

Your Committee, led by the Hon President, Nik Kerwin spent a great deal of 

time thrashing out next year‟s programme. In this climate of financial 

uncertainty, we have to budget carefully. 

 

Our Treasurer, Geoff. Hempstead says; 
The AGM received the concerning news that our bank balance has fallen by about £300 in 
2009/10 to £488.  This is largely due to poor attendance at Roger Sayer's recital which only nine 
members attended and incurred £446 loss, so a plea to members to attend future events - you 
usually get plenty of notice of dates and your committee works hard to compose an attractive 
range of events.  Also, annual subscriptions are now due and AGM agreed we have to increase 
fees(which have not varied since 1997!) so the new figures are £20 waged, £15 unwaged, £5 
students ; cheques payable to BDOCA to be sent please to Geoff Hempstead at 4 Windsor Place, 

East Grinstead RH19 4RP.  Also, he mentioned that subscriptions were often so 

late in being paid (technically, non-payment after the end of December really 

should mean that you are no longer on our list).  We have to furnish the IAO, 

to which we are affiliated, with the list of our members. When we have all 

the subs in, we can produce a Members‟ directory for everyone. 

 

The AGM meeting was asked to endorse a rise in the subscriptions which 

have NOT been increased since 1997, to the following amounts;- 

£20 p.a. or £15 for the Unwaged or £5 for students. 

The meeting was unanimous in agreeing to this. 

Cheques, payable to ‟BDOCA‟, to be sent please, to GEOFF. HEMPSTEAD 

4 Windsor Place, East Grinstead, RH 19  4RP (NOT to the Secretary!) 

If you wish to pay by any other means please consult Geoff., who is currently 

sorting other payment routes (eg standing order or internet) to our bank 

which will be easier for members. 
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Barring global disaster, floods, super-bugs, Pestilence and International 

collapse of dependency of Technology permitting (and we all know what 

chaos happened when thieves crippled our electricity supply in recent times) 

we have plans for the following:  

 

JANUARY 26 WEDNESDAY (note)  DINING AT ‘SOPHIE’S CHOICE’ 

This popular restaurant (Station Road, Sidcup) serves us well.  They know us 

now and they have a good menu to choose from at a „party rate‟ price. IF you 

are interested PLEASE inform Margaret on 01322-523505 (sorry, not on 

email. Still use carrier pigeon). This informal gathering of friends from the 

organ benches and their guests is not a bit boring.  Reeling off organ 

specifications is forbidden on pain of solitary confinement at a lone table. 

But we welcome everyone, solo or not. 

Numbers must be confirmed by mid January for booking purposes.        

 

 FEBRUARY  6 Sunday  COMBINED CHORAL EVENSONG 

                           On a ‘Come and sing ‘basis 

                          At ST MICHAEL’S WILMINGTON.  

Rehearsal: 4.00p.m.Rehearsal – Tea - then service at 6.30pm.                                                          

This is as we did it last year (and much enjoyed too) 

. 

Music; Introit anthem;-  „Jesus the very  thought of thee‟  - Bairstow 

           Setting for the Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis – Sumsion in A 

            Anthem Rejoice in the Lord - Redford  

Hymns to be arranged but Tallis‟s – Glory to thee my God this night (canon) 

is a possibility 

Conductor: Nik Kerwin.      Organist (tba) 
Nik has PDF files of the music – please e-mail him for copies, if you need them. 
nik.kerwin@ntlworld.com 

***************************************************************** 

MARCH 5 (subject to response from membership) 

An outing to Cambridge for a tribute to our late Patron.                     

DAVID SANGER MEMORIAL A celebration of David's life will be held on Saturday 5 March 

2011 at 2.30pm at Great St Mary's, the University Church in Market Square, Cambridge. This will be 

followed by a reception at a nearby venue (to be confirmed). The performers will be: 
Kevin Bowyer     Timothy Byram-Wigfield    Clive Driskill-Smith    Hans Fagius 
Stephen Farr    David Goode    Jon Laukvik    Philip Rushforth    John Scott 

All of them had close associations with David as either colleagues or students. In addition, some of David's 

choral music will be performed.            

If there is enough interest, we might hire a coach. More info. in next newsletter. See 

www.davidsanger.co.uk 



3/                                     

CHORISTERS & CHOIRS COMPETITION Saturday 12.3.11 

 

This time we may link some classes where entries have been on the low side  

We have enough choirs in the area to make this work  It would be great to 

see new entries. The Adjudicator has not been verified at this moment.                     

The venue will be advised.                   

   

MAY (date to be advised)  CELEBRITY RECITAL. 

  We are hoping to engage NIGEL OGDEN 

Nigel enjoys coming to us and he has a faithful following in Bexleyheath and 

around.  His humour as well as his masterful use of the organ is a reminder 

that the pipe organ, especially, has a place in both classical and popular 

music. His phenomenal memory and his ability to play for a whole evening 

without a score on the desk, is stunning. 

 

JUNE  4      A CHORAL MATINS  has been suggested. 

(Saturday)      At the time of writing, the venue has not been fixed                     

We are used to Evensongs en masse  on a „Come and Sing‟ basis. These are 

easy to mount, when so many churches no longer have Evensong, so that 

borrowing a church Sunday evening is no problem. 

 

However this is a SATURDAY. The music of Matins with its Te Deum, 

Jubilate or Benedictus has been neglected.  (Our church still sings it on a 

monthly basis).  We lose so much when traditional services are abandoned. 

Favourite evening hymns never get an airing so are lost to the next 

generation.  The morning ones are still applicable to any morning worship. 

Placing Matins on a Saturday could be tricky. But it occurs to me that the 

music (without the formality of the said parts of the service) could stand 

alone along with suitable popular anthems. Thus it could be shared by singers 

of other denominations. Music tba. 

  Probably: rehearsal 9am      break 10.30am       Matins 11am 

Please let Nik know, if you‟re interested.  

 nik.kerwin@ntlworld.com    020 8311 4126 

 

(We heard the Te Deum sung at Evensong in Norwich Cathedral recently. 

  It was added as a special feature to celebrate All Saints Eve) 

mailto:nik.kerwin@ntlworld.com
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JULY 30               ANNUAL TREASURE HUNT  

This event is looking for an organiser.  Kent has an abundance of pretty 

villages and interesting churches with organs.  Some of us remember the fun 

of yesteryear when as many as 30 folk – with choristers sometimes – 

steamed about looking for answers to cryptic clues. With organs to sample 

and a meal in a rural pub to end the day, this can be great fun as well as 

being informative. We could, perhaps, re-visit one of the villages of earlier 

years; new   members wouldn‟t know about them.  

 

SEPTEMBER 14    ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & MEMBERS’ RECITAL 

Nic Turner has invited us to hold this event in St Paulinus‟, Crayford.  Nic is 

a new member on the Committee. We welcome him! 

 
WHAT ELSE??? 

Mindful of the tightening of our financial belts we did add a couple of ideas to pass 

on to you. Another stab at bringing children into the organ world was mooted. 

Rather than engage a „celebrity‟, we might do another „Organ Safari‟ for children 

mostly (but anyone interested really). This could be a trail from one church to 

another (perhaps four, with different styles of organ) where the resident organist 

or a stand-in could demonstrate the instrument in their church and explain how it 

works. 

 

We read, in the current copy of the Organists‟ Review, an article by Dr Peter 

Chatfield, the General Secretary of the IAO.  He voices his concern about the 

future of the organ and the dearth of organists that is likely to occur. Funnily 

enough, he phoned me recently and we had a long chat about this sort of problem.  I 

told him about Daniel Moult‟s day-long brilliant attempt to bring children to the 

organ and how poor the response here was.  We had had no feedback from our 

repeated communication with local schools. (I always suspect that emails end up in a 

bin after a cursory glance.) DO read what Peter has to say (page 91). He knows all 

about BDOCA! 
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Our new Committee member, Nic Turner, organist and choir Director at St 

Paulinus‟, Crayford (At last we‟ve reeled him in!) showed an interest in leading 

this enterprise.  Who knows? It could work better this time. 

 

Incidentally, ,we are also so delighted to welcome into the Committee a ball-

of-fire from Belvedere‟s All Saints church…Sue Moore. Sue is very involved 

with holy things such as General Synod where she mixes with the great and 

the good – and looks after their welfare. She trains her church‟s Junior 

Choir for the Choristers‟ Competition. Sue is not an organist, but is looking 

for one to take over, since Douglas Lewington stepped out of the frame.  

(We all have to pack up some time) 

 

What lovely church!  Clearly it is well loved.  And Douglas‟s pride and joy, the 

Makin organ, does a great job there. I hardly recognised the church where I 

once played for a wedding when the bride was a good half hour late and I 

was running out of things to play. The old console was on the south side of 

the front of the nave set amongst the front pews. The wedding guests were 

in a friendly, chatty mood. I remember sighing heavily and, addressing the 

congregation around me, said “I‟d KILL for a cuppa“.  One sympathetic chap 

said “ You wanna demand  overtime pay, mate ! “ (Now there‟s an interesting 

thought, and voiced by a non-organist) 

 

The AGM held there on September 22 was pleasant and painless. Pleasing 

venue. Great refreshment area under the old organ gallery with its front 

pipes still in place. A troupe of organists tinkered with the Makin organ 

interestedly and put it through its paces.  

 

Michael Bell   played Lemare‟s ‟Variations on Hanover‟ with his usual panache. 

Most of us recognised the hymn tune straight away (smugly). 

Nic Turner gave us a peaceful performance of Bach‟s Chorale on „Liebster 
Jesu‟, wisely and cautiously opting for something he knows well in the face of 

the unknown rivalry!    (He needn‟t have worried) 
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Bruce Davis  

Bruce came up with a surprise piece called „Faith‟ whose composer alleged to 

be a „Duncan Macleod‟.  This, we were told, was a pseudonym for Sandy 

McPherson the most popular cinema/theatre organist in his day. He was 

frequently on the radio and we‟re willing to bet that many of you remember 

him still. As Bruce observed, no one knows why he needed to hide his 

identity.  It is a gentle little piece, suitable for a quiet voluntary. 

 

Reg. Boulton 

Clutching his music defensively to his chest Reg. [pneumonia] pre-empted any 

smart comments on his performance. He told the audience of his peers that 

the piece he was to play was part of a much longer work by Brunhs. It was 

hard-going, he said [did I?], so he‟d plumped for the shorter section  

„Praeludium‟ [I actually played the Praeludium in E minor, the “Little”, rather than the bigger one also in E 

minor, but don’t let me ruin the story.]  Reg. sailed through his contribution – and if 

there were any wrong notes, no one would have known [heaven forfend!].  The 

Makin took it all in its stride. 

 

Nik Kerwin (Hon President) 

Nik took advantage of the versatility the organ‟s registration. He began with 

„Dialogue sur les Mixtures‟ by Langlais. Then he thundered through a familiar 

Sousa March with everything going full bore, theatre-organ fashion. Honour 

was satisfied.  We all refreshed ourselves, courtesy of Sue and her Mum and 

widened our horizons socially.  

 

 

THEY CALLED FOR AN ORGANIST… 
 

And our Bruce answered the call 

 

Crayford Baptist Church celebrated its 200th Anniversary in October. We 

were asked if anyone might give a recital as the organ has not been used to 

its fullest capacity for some years.  The congregation wanted to hear what it 

could do. Bruce, who has family connections with the church, took up the 

challenge and, in his inimitable way produced a sensible and uncomplicated 

(for the hearer) programme of short pieces, one of which was „Faith‟ as 

mentioned above The organ there is a freestanding two manual in very good 

condition and with a creditable selection of stops. (Martin Cross looks after 

it). 
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The instrument was installed in 1934,   It had been removed from the old 

Brotherhood Church at Hackney when that church was closed down in 1934 

(the old church had been built in 1662 and was established at Moorfields.). 

When it was installed at Crayford, the inaugural recital was given by Stanley 

Cooper FRCO LGSM assisted by the Parish Church Choir – which is an 

interesting bit of pre-ecumenism for that era. (Music crosses boundaries). 

Bruce plans his programmes meticulously and this one was geared to the 

specific type of audience he might expect. He hadn‟t been shown where the 

console light switched on!  My heart lurched for him as he sat through his 

first piece peering at his music in semi-darkness.  Fortunately someone of 

the church had the wit to put this right and the console and pedal board 

were soon illuminated very amply. 

 

The pieces were short and varied. We heard works by SS Wesley,, Schumann  

Ronald Binge, M Janes.  J.S, Bach, Duncan Macleod, Theodore Dubois, Percy 

Whitlock, R Lloyd and T. Susato. The Mozart piece was   Adagio for Glass 
Harmonica – which Bruce cleverly adapted for organ to give the right effect. 

 

Bruce knows when to pop in something to get the audience going. While he 

was playing Binge‟s Elizabethan Serenade a member of the audience was 

breath-whistling the rhythm „ Dum- dum -dum diddle-um dum‟ behind me.  I 

was on the verge of snarling “YES! We ALL know how it goes, thank you”   but 

then, my fingers were tapping it out too. 

 

Well done Bruce. Your recital was much appreciated by this little 

congregation. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LOOMS ONCE MORE 

 
Panic time for churches with no resident organist. 

Choirs in overload mode, Choir Directors wondering how they‟re going to 

cope. Clergy faced with a Sunday Boxing Day on top of everything else. 

And ‘Poscimur’ Choir are covering  Rochester Cathedral for Advent- 

weekend Evensongs, Southwark Cathedral on Boxing Day and Coventry 

Cathedral (who are desperate for choral help) the following weekend. 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!  MAY ALL YOUR CHURCHES BE OVERFLOWING. 
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DARTFORD CHORAL SOCIETY 

& choir of St Nicholas church Chislehurst 

 

THE DREAM OF GERONTIUS 

By Edward Elgar 

 at St Anselm‟s Church (RC) West Hill, Dartford 
Wednesday  November 24 at 7.30.p.m. 

 

Conductor;   Michael Bell.   Organist;   Raymond Lewis. 

Soloists;   - Edward Hughes (Tenor) 

                  Samuel Queen (Bass) 

                  Harriet Webb (Contralto) 

Tickets £9.00 Senior Citizens and students £7.00. 

From David Ware (01474 321604) or at the door.     

 

An apt choice   at this time of the honouring, by Pope Benedict, of Cardinal 

Newman.  This wonderful and emotive poem is a masterpiece. 

 

( A number of BDOCA members are taking part in this work) 

 

. 


