
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
JUNE 2010 

 
ARE YOU A FRUSTRATED CHOIR PERSON, UNDERUSED? 
Here is a chance to really let rip! Come and sing with us at 

 
ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH , WILMINGTON 

 
in A ‘Come- and- Sing’, one rehearsal only 

  
CELEBRATION EVENSONG 

 
 To honour the memory of 

SAMUEL SEBASTION WESLEY ( 1810-1876) 
On Saturday June 12th 

 
.Rehearsal from 3.p.m. 

Tea 5 p.m. 
Service 6.p.m. 

( £2 fee for singers ) 
 

Music to include 
“Blessed be the God and Father” 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace” 
Canticles sung to Stanford in Bb. 

 
We are very grateful to Alan and Pam Hunt, and St Michaels, 

for allowing us to use their church, their choir and for 
providing refreshments. 
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If you intend to be there, please could you notify Alan Hunt Tel. 01322 
527959 or e.mail;-  alan.hunt@ zen.co.uk.   
Alan will need to have an idea of how big the choir is likely to be and where to 
put everybody. 
Of course you will be warmly welcomed to attend the service if you are a non-
singer. 
We will need a  congregation ! 
Nik Kerwin will conduct and Michael Bell is to be our organist for this service. 
 
Michael informs us that he is to be giving the lunchtime recital at All Hallows 
by the Tower  in Byward Street,  EC3R 5BJ. On JUNE 3rd Thursday. 
1.10p.m. to 2.p.m. ADMISSION  IS FREE ! 
 
Michael’s programme includes;- 
 
Choral Song and Fugue -  S.S Wesley 
Sketches from Opus 58 - Schumann (1810-1856) 
( No 1 in C minor and no 3 in F Minor) 
Contemplation op.174.no 4 – Josef  Rheinberger (1839-1901) 
Severn Suite opus 87 ( arr.  Jeremy Cull) Edward Elgar (1857- 
                                                                                        1934) 
Scherzo- Alfred Hollins (1865- 1942 
Toccata – Marcel Lanquetuit  (1894-1985)  
 
Michael says that one of his tutors – Gordon Phillips- gave over 2000 recitals 
at this church with wide-ranging and attractive programmes. “The current 
organist   Jonathan Melling   continues this tradition with occasional 
interruptions from ’guest’ recitalists such as ”myself” - he says modestly. 
 
We all know that a “Bell” recital often has something in it that no one expects 
– and is likely to be an off-the- cuff improvisation.  (We wonder if he can still 
do the ’Flight of the Bumble Bee’ at break-neck speed ? Great stuff, that) 
 
The organ at All Hallows was built in 1956 by Harrisons to replace the 
instrument destroyed in World War 2 and on which Albert Schweitzer had 
famously made historic recordings. 
It is certainly worth experiencing in its own right, Michael says, adding
 



3/ 
 “ Having  been appointed organist of All Hallows in 1956, Gordon Phillips 
arrived just in time to modify the specification for the new organ ( which 
had originally been drawn up by Sir William McKie six years  earlier”.) 
 
All Hallows by the Tower ( e,mail;- parish@ahbtt.org.uk) is in Byward St. 
EC3R 5BJ.( the eastern end of Tower Hill) 
 
Practical Michael suggests that you might like to potter across the road to 
the ’Liberty Bell’ for a post-recital drink and a bite to eat.  They serve fine 
food, he says. 
 
ERRATUM    FINALLY, your reporter apologises for giving you the WRONG 
DATE for the Dartford Choral Society’s next concert at the Mick Jagger 
Centre, Dartford. (Have entered the world of the Seriously Confused with 
dodgy eyesight, especially when under pressure – but still manage to play for 
BCP Matins – on auto- pilot) 
 
Entitled “from ALBINONI…TO ZADOK “… This alphabetical extravaganza is 
on SATURDAY  JUNE 19TH AT 7.30.P.M.  An evening of popular choral 
classics.  Also featuring The Burlington String Quartet and organist 
Raymond Lewis . Michael waves the baton  - and has been known to play 
the piano and conduct, simultaneously. 
 
So, there you have it.  And if the communication network is really working 
for you, then there will be endless emails from various sources as well as this 
antediluvian Newsletter for those of us with an Ark parked up the garden- 
waiting for the day there is a national power cut to bring it all to a halt. 
 
 

 
THE ANNUAL TREASURE HUNT 

 
SATURDAY JULY 17th   

 
The Treasure Hunt this year is being organised by Bruce Davis, who writes; 
 
PLEASE NOTE—the meeting place will NOT be at the Ship Inn 
At Green Street Green (Dartford) but will be at the METHODIST CHURCH. 
MAIN ROAD, HEXTABLE.at 6.30.p.m.( Note time) 
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After the Treasure Hunt (in that vicinity) Bruce will give a recital to mark 
the 25th Anniversary of the organ in the Methodist church. 
 
At the end of this, those who wish to, can go for a meal together (the  venue 
not yet finalised) ( Anyone who knows of an especially good place to eat in 
that area please phone Bruce .  Ed.) 
This evening is not solely for BDOCA members, so please bring along your 
friends. 
It is hoped that people from the church and the Dartford and Gravesham 
Ramblers will also be coming. 
 
( Bruce Davis) 
Since we will be ‘in situ’ at the start of the ‘Hunt’ bit we should have more 
time to ponder over the clues that Bruce is setting. 
Hextable is close to Swanley, in case you didn’t know. Easy to find. 
 
Bruce is a great walker and globe trotter.  He has a keen eye for interesting 
features as you will read in our next piece. He has covered, it seems, the 
greater part of Europe and the Mediterranean area, not to forget Canada., 
in his quest for searching out organs of note.  Grand or downright oddities, 
he captures them on film and collects recordings as often as he can. 
 
CHORAL MUSIC NEEDS A NEW HOME 
Spital Street Methodist Church has a lot of choir music to dispose of, 
including sheet anthems and books of anthems. 
 
If anyone is interested in having any of this please contact Bruce Davis on 
01322- 277421. 
 
Fledgling choirs on a slim budget might do very well out of this offer 
 
Our Hon. President’s eyes went all beady with excitement at the prospect of  
ferreting through  someone else’s choir library for his growing choir.   
He was seen staggering out of a certain Bexley church with a pile of boxes 
lately. 
(The police were not called.  It was the church de-cluttering. Too much 
duplication in the past when the choir had a much bigger capability).  
 
Sadly some churches are down to music for ‘trebles’ ( i.e. Sopranos of 
mature years ) ageing altos and a Man . Not a great deal of scope there 
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BRUCE IN ANDELUSIA & SICILY 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF AN ORGAN TOUR 
 

GRANADA. 
Coligiata de los Santos Justo y Pastor. 
 
The organ in this church was built in 1762 and has a splendid case with 
horizontal trumpet pipes which are a feature of many Spanish organs’ 
The organ has two manuals both with a short octave at the bottom. 
The upper manual has just two stops which are permanently sounding. 
Some of the wooden pipes are highly decorated at the bottom. 
 
St Peter and St Paul Church.  
 
This has a typical small church organ of one manual and no pedals, built in 1779 
The wooden pipes have interesting faces of people on them. 
 
ALHAMBRA 
 
This is reputed to be the most visited place in Spain. 
It was built by the Moors as a palace, starting in 1232. 
This is a magical use of space, lights, water and decoration.  It has undergone 
extensive restoration in recent times.  We had a guided tour including the 
Generalife Gardens. 
 
GRANADA CATHEDRAL 
 
This was begun in 1523 in Gothic style. 
There are two organs facing each other but only one works  
This one was built in 1744 and is in need of restoration.  
It has three manuals and typical short pedal notes. 
Fortunately we had an organ builder with us and he helped in selecting stops for 
us to use. 
 
MALABA-ALCAZABA 
 
This is a vast castle built by the Moors into the city walls   It was built on the site 
of a Roman fortress and is a smaller version of the Alhambra. 
 
ANTEQUERA 
 
We stayed for a few nights in this busy market town.  It was important in Roman 
times and later as a Moorish border fortress, defending Granada.  It has many 
churches, convents and monasteries and one evening there was a religious 
procession through the streets, of  Madonnas and other artefacts carried by 
people from each religious place. 
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EL TORCAL 
 
This in an area of limestone rock, as is Antequera,  which has weathered into 
interesting shapes.   There is a walking route there and we walked round a part 
of that, admiring the scenery and flowers. 
 
CORDOBA 
 
The Moors established a rich and powerful caliphate  here.   The Mezquita, or 
Great Mosque was begun in 785 and three major additions followed. 
Fortunately much of the Mosque has been preserved   
 
We first entered the Patio de los Nurajos, a large courtyard with orange trees 
where the faithful washed before prayer 
. 
On one side of this was a minaret which has been replaced by a 305 ft bell tower 
Inside the mosque 850 columns of granite, jasper and marble support the roof 
with two coloured curved arches between, creating a dazzling visual effect. 
Again, there were two organs opposite each other .and we heard one played 
during a Sunday Mass. 
We weren’t allowed to play there. 
 
SEVILLE CATHEDRAL 
 
As in Cordoba, Seville had a great mosque but most of it was replaced by a 
cathedral which is the largest in Europe 
 
The courtyard with orange trees and fountains and the bottom of the tower are 
the only remains of the mosque.  Thirty-four ramps can be climbed to the top of 
the tower for excellent views/ 
 
The organs in the cathedral were destroyed in 1883, so a pupil of Cavaille Coll 
built a romantic organ with four manuals and 68 stops. 
A new console at ground level was made in 1998. 
 
The tomb of Christopher Columbus is in this cathedral. 
 
SEVILLE ALCAZAR 
 
In 1364 Pedro the First ordered the construction of a royal residence within the 
palaces built by the Moors   This was built in a Moorish style and later monarchs 
added parts in other styles.  In one room there was a huge tapestry map on the 
wall. 
The gardens are extensive and are laid out with terraces, fountains and pavilions/ 
 
And so on to…………… 
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SICILY 
 
TWO UNUSUAL ORGANS IN SICILY 
 
CATANIA 
 
San Nicolo L’Arena church. 
 
The organ was built in 1767 by Donato del Piano and was the first one to have 
Three consoles in a line, a one-, three- and one- manual respectively 
. 
WHY it was built this way is unknown. 
 
TRAPANI 
 
St Peter’s Church. 
 
The organ was built by Francesco la Grassa 1836-47. 
Again, there are three consoles in a line – a two manual, a three manual and 
another two manual.  This organ in more unusual than the last one , for all the 
stops are on the middle console 
Also some stops operate on only part of a manual. 
The bottom manual of the left one console had different stops for the bottom  
middle and top notes. 
 
It was so complicated that the organist who was with us from Sicily, wasn’t quite 
sure what did what. 
 
Evidently a concert had been given on this organ recently with three organists 
taking part. 
 
It would have been interesting to have had a video of their performance! 
 
( Bruce Davis ) 
 
Ed.  This is a taste of what Bruce’s talk and slide show was all about back in 
February - and which was so badly attended. 
I wanted to go but was ill with shingles.   
Bruce’s photography alongside the spoken word ( and organ music played ) 
would have made this last paragraph even more hilarious ( which I think it is)   
than just being described   . 
Bruce did have a brochure with a not very good picture of this mad organ and it 
wasn’t clear enough to print.  But I feel sure that if you are really keen to see 
what it looked like Bruce could oblige with his own pictures. 
 
The mind boggles at how anyone can manage an instrument like that.  Maybe 
the Mafia had some input just to intimidate organists. 
It must have been designed by committee 
 
Bruce is off to Northern France next…. 
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ROGER SAYER  RECITAL 
At Christ Church Bexleyheath May 22nd 
 
A fine performance given with a great deal of verve and enviable digital dexterity 
 
Roger’s programmer introduced some of us to pieces by lesser known composers.  
The great masters were there.  Mendelssohn’s Sonata no 3 in A with its massive 
opening ’con moto maestoso ’partnered with the gentler Andante opened the 
recital. 
Then the ‘Prelude and Fugue sur le nom d’Alain’  by Duruflé with high speed 
rippling notes (reminiscent of Vierne to my ears) and some mellow soft flute 
soloing, in a more serene section against  a Swell accompaniment;  Delicious. 
Becoming more grand as it reached its final section, this raised the decibel level 
aided by the church’s acoustic which is like an extra stop on the organ. 
 
Frank Bridge came next  with the Adagio in D. Wandery, slightly atonal pp Swell 
stops with a  tremulous  string – sound, contrasted with the quiet melody played on 
the pedals. A crescendo melody built up then the piece ended – dying away 
peacefully. 
 
Bach featured in Liszt’s musical tribute to him with his Prelude and Fugue on 
BACH.    Flamboyant Liszt – he really goes to town. A roof-lifter this and well 
known. 
 
Bach’s contribution was the Prelude and Fugue in A minor (BWV 543). Roger gave 
it his all - rumbustious, no holds barred  
 
Two little pieces by Jongen ‘Chant de Mai’ (apt for this month) a pretty piece, fluty 
and fruity - soft but fulsome followed by ‘Toccata ’- fast and furious with great pedal 
work. 
 
The programme ended with Vierne’s Romance and Finale from Symphonie no 4 
A fitting ending to an energetic and masterfully played recital. 
 
Attendance was poor by our standards but we can tell Roger that feed-back from 
the general public was very favourable. We were asked when the next one might 
be by non-organists.  About 25% of the audience were BDOCA .members. 
 
Those of you who were unable to come missed an excellent performance, as our 
’celebrity’ recitals invariably are 
 
We thank those who worked hard to make it all happen (apart from Roger!). 
Duncan Menzies and Nick Kerwin for the big screen viewing, Douglas Snow for the 
programmes, Jeremy Ducker for liaising with Roger and arranging for us to have 
the church, refreshments by the Bearfoot trio (Stan hand-wrote the big poster 
outside - ‘professional’ job, that, ) Reg Boulton and Geoff Hempstead for dealing 
with the audience and for the faithful who came anyway. 


